» Fey Anderson’ The experience of & county superindent of schools

/ Seratogra, Tiyo. in 1£¢8.

Qitay-/928

Ve

T oo

_ I 0)
PLLTTE VALLEY LYRE (b §>‘ff§§}W) .
July,16, 1896. t) \b////////’zgé?ggz/
A FLLASAUT TRIP.

At a2 very early hour on lionday the sixth of July, we, in
compeny with our sisters, Roterte aznd Care, harnessed our critter

and bad farewell to Seratege, speeding awey in the direction of

srend old Elk liountein. Long before noon we reached the pretty

m~unteain rench of lirs. “cphie Oberg, we halted severel hours Tfor \
rest and refreshment. Here we s&w a fine garden, in which the pest-—
iferious gopher had mede sed havoc, but which still geve promise
ot & rood yield.

"Continuing our‘journey we entered the Pass thoough the lledicine
Bow mountains, finding the road passable, though somevhet dangerous
from washouts. Saw the remains of the leCullough drug siock scet-
tered where the vegons had upset several weeks ago. Gathered bunches
of the besutiful wild columpine which abounds in great peofusion
egll over the timbered mountain sides. The picturesque scenery of the
Fess wes most highly enjoyed end ve were loathed to leave it vhen fhe
tiﬁe come, but business before pleasure~—

e learned by proctical experience tﬁat fences, new ones, are
occasionelly built in Wyoming, anc the construction of some miles of
adjunct to settlement obliged us to spend llondey nipght at the Hotel
Poolmen at the river croseing. In other words, ve lost our wey end
erriving at the Totel at about eight O'clock concluded not to hunt
foads eny more untiIImornlng{ The Hotel is a comforteble, well
conducted esteblirhment, a fine grove, dencing pavilion, ete., and

wa concidered ourselves fortunete indeed.
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Cn Tuesday we visited the school in district ilo.5 infcharge of
H;ss Lillian J. Bruning, remaininec 211 day et the school house..
After school we drove te the hospiteble home off Niels Hanson, where
we received & cordial wélcome alweys eccorded by lr. and lrs. Henson -
to triends, The "latch string is =lways out"® here in earnest and we
look forevward eagerly to ouf yearly visit..

ednesdey, we, with Roberte, dro&e about four miles to the
echool building in District lo.ll whefe we found lliss Zve J, Cantliﬁ
tezching & plezmesant 1ittle school. After a day at this piént we drove
& couple of miles to the delightful home of County Cormissioner
Sederlin, where we had been invited to visit. TNeceseity cut our
sojourn short, as usuesl, and we ?ould spend but one night with these
rood friends, but it goes without saying that we mede the most of .
our tinme.

Barly Thursday we struck out across country, six br seven miles
to the hone bf that typiczl pioneer, llike Queeley, where 1is located
the school hourse of District Ho.ﬁo. 1iies lirggie Sulliven is teeching
here, on the site of the hisforical~old Fort Helleck and within a
fer miles ot the spot where Hephties Widdowfield and Vincent meet
death at the hands of train robbers eightéen years ago when Vyonming
vas truly & wild end wooly state.

£t Tive o'clock the seme day'we said fafewell to lr. and lirs,
Quealey, who had treated us as though we were royelties and drove
home, ten‘mileé to l'r. Yanson's, Hhere we spent Thursdey night and
Tridey mornihg with both sisters, drove some nine miles to Widdow-
tield or District lNo.21, where Prof. L. S. Trapp is in cherge. Wé
found him rusticating in earnest end from the fev experiences, fish

stories, hunting exploits etc., of which we heerd, we judge his
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history of his vecetion school would fill & big volume. It took
us sorie timz to rTind out just what species of gaﬁe had tallen under
his unerring shot, but we know novw, and will just whisper it to you,
deer reader, it was pophers, just gophers——but don't give it awey.
After e day spent at tha school houce Robertez ané Cara drove
beck to our headquarters at r. Hanson's while we tried to walk two

miles to the home of lr. Joseph Widdowfield. A heavy rain mede better

_tine theh we, but we were fortunste enough to get under shelter at

the home of "m. Richardson without the expected "ducking" but juet
damp enough to appreciate a fire. After the storm end & tempting
supper Wwe were taken to lir. Widiowfield's in & fagon—--beats walking
any'day——. Here on SaturdeyProf. Treapp end ourself put in many
weery hours prenarlnc'a progrem. for the coming institute notwith—
ctending the invitaticn held out by s consignment of trout flies end
- hooks and the 1'J.ndlnr' river. The temptetion weos herd to resist but
the institute progrem had to be completed and we trust the teachers
of the county will appreciate our spcrifice in their behelf.
geturdey afternoqQn brou~ht Cers back to us end on'Saturday
evgning'the entire party attended a dence &t Schoen's beautlful grove
bélow the crossing. Cn liondey we leeve for Rockdale to vigit our

Test school in Carbon County. G. li. H.
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CARBON COUH”Yr ‘
‘ (From Hlstory of Wyoming, Bartlett.) _
‘4TheAfi;§t Tgyrlto;lgl Legislature of Wyoming passed an gct, to
takxe effect on January 1, 1870, Section 1 of which provided; "That all
that portlﬂn of Vyoming Terrltory descrlbed as follows, be and is hereby
orpanized into a county by the name of Carbon, to wit: Commencing at a
point one-h&alf mile east of Como Station on the Union Pacific Railroad
and rﬁnning thence due north to the forty-fifth perallel of north lati-
tude; thence west along said perallel to the line of 2'107o 30! west longi-
tude; thence south along the eestern boundafy of Certer ( Sweetwater)
. County, nemely the line of 10’7° 30' west longitude to the forty-first para-
" 11el of north latitude, thence east along said parailel to a point due
south of the point of the beginning; thence north to the nlace of beginnind
As thus created,the county conteined all that part of Carbon
west of the line dividing ranges 79 and 80 west, except that portion lying
west of the line 10'7o 30! west longitude; the western three-fourths of
Netrona County; the greater part of Johnson and Sheridan; and & strip
sbout eighteen miles wide across the eest side of Big-Horn and Washeakie
counties. The boundaries were adjusted by'subsequegt législétion so that
parts of Albany and Sweetwater were added to Carbon.- On the north Carbon
is bounded by Natrone County; on the east by Albany County; on the south ‘
by the state of Colorado; and on the west by Sweetwater County.
The act of creating the county provided Bor its organization by
the appointment of the following officers; A.B. Donnelly, E.V. Upton,

and Robert Foote, commissioners, George'Doyle, sheffff; William Hunter,

probate judge and ex-—officio justice of the peace; Thomas J. Wiiliams,

county clerk and register of deeds; H.C. Hall, superintendent of pub11¢
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Charles E. Blvdenburgh, Jr.
Platte Rivor Empire District,

Rawlins, Carbon County, Vyoming.

CARBON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

The governnent of Carbon county as o vhiole is basically the same
as that of the other twenty-two counties of the State of Viyoming, the com-
. mission form of government being exércised. This county has three commis-
sioners, one of which, being selected by the group, acts as chairpnan of the
board, usuall& for a perioa of two yearé. Two of the commissioners are
elected at a regular general election for a period of two years and the
third is elected for & four-year term. The board of commissioners for the
county meets once each month,.for a period long enough to transact the
monﬁhly county business (usually about three days) the date of meeting be-
ing the first Tuesday in each month.

Other officers of the éounty include the county and prosecuting af—
torney (two year term); the sheriff, treasurer, county clerk, assessor and
clerk of district court, all of whém are elected for a period of two years
and all of which jobs are political. The County Superintendent of Schools
is also elected for a twoéygar term but this position is non-partisan.

Rawiins, as the county seat, is the center of all court work and pro-
cedure which takes place in the county court hpuse. Carbon county is in the

Second Judicial district.

Bibliogrephy:
Viyoming Compiled Statutes, 1931.

Consultation:

Gus Lerson, Carbon County Cormissioner
Gene lcCarthy, Carbon County Cormissioner
Frenk Schilts, Cerbon County Commissioner.

Checked for accuracy by: Frank Schilte and Bugene licCarthy, County Cormissioner
Rawlins, Carbon County, Vyoming
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schools; Robert Foot, justice of the peace for the Fort H%11?°¥ Prgqinct)

and & Ur, Hlnton justice of the peace for the Carbon Precinct. The county

seat wvas 1ocated at Rawllns Sprlngs “until ”emOVed accordinc to 1aw. o

Among the early settlers of Carbon was Perry L Smith who came
to Rawl;ns Springs in 1868, Hg was elgqteq county‘ggmm{ggloner at the
first election after the county was organized end @as twice reelected,
serving three_consecut;ve trgms; was eleqted countynclerk in'1874; served
in the legislative sessions of-1879 and 1881,\and wes territorial auditor
during Gévérnor.Hale's adninistration.

James Frence, a native of Pennsylvania, came to Wyoming in 1868,
when-he wes abput thirty years of age. In 1869 he took charge of a branch
store opened by H.C. Fall & Company &t Rawlins, and from that time until
his death he was identified with the history of Carﬁon County. From 1871
to 1885 he was postmaster at Rawlins and served several terms as county
commissioner. In 1882 he engaged in the benking business, with which he

was connected for the remainder of his life.

John C. Dyer, discoverer of the mineral paint deposits at
Rawlins, was born in Washington D.C., in 1845. He came to Cheyenne in
1887 and followed;the Union Pacific to Rawlins. There he became associ-

ated with George Ferris, who discavered the first mine in the®Ferris
District®, and was active in developing the mineral deposits in all parts
ol Carbon County..
| Iseac C. Miller was born in Denmark in 1844 and came to America
aoon after reaching his majority.' In 1866 he located in Omaha, but after
a short time removéd to North Platte; He ceme to Rawlins in 1870 and ihe
next year engaged in mining at Hahn's Peak. After about two years he began

reising cattle, in which 1line he became one of the most prominent in the

country. Mr. Miller was sheriff of the county from 1880 to 1884 and in 1890
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he was the democratic candldate Por state treasurer at the first election

after Wyoming was edmitted into the Union.;:,_ . ] )
_ According to Rend & Hcﬂally's Atlas, the erea of Carbon County

is 8,029 squere m}les.» ?he surface ;g broken by pquntain ranges, between

which ere rolling plains and fertile valleys, the gl;itude varying frgm
5,000 to 12,000 feet. In the ﬁor’gh are the Ferris and Seninoe Mountains,
north-east of which is the Shirley Basin. In the south-east are the

Medicine Bow Mountains, and the Sierra liadre range is in the southwestern
part. Between the last two nemed ranges flows the Platte River with its
numerous smgli tributaries, f-rming one of the best stockraiseing districts
of the state. In 1910 there were 52,600 cattle, 380,000 sheep, and 10,450~
horses in the county, valued at over three million dollars.

Next in importance to the live stock interests comes the.mining'
industry. The name "Cerbon® wes given to the county on account of- its
immense coal beds. Some of the most productive coel mines in the state
are operated by the Union Pacific Railroad Company near the Town of Hanna.
The_uotput of the Carbon County coal mines in 1910 was nearly six hundred
thousand tons and since then it has been greatly increased. The county

" also has rich oil fielfls, copper, iopn and gold deposits. In the Ferris,
Seminoe and Shiérley rangés; in the northern part, the amount of'iron ore
has been estimated as high as two hundred end fifty million tons. Heér
Encampment, in the soﬁthern part; the Rudefeha copper mines were discover—
ed by & sheep herder-and after being only partially devélopéd were sold
for & million dollars. It was then éapitalized by an eestern company
for $10,000,000 end the smleting works were erected. Other valuable mines
in tre ncampmont District are the Rambler, Battle and Copperton.

The Saratoga Hot Springs, with a temperature of 135 Fahrenhelt

are loceted in the Platte valley. The water 6f these springs conteins
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sulphur, salines and ealcareous salts, closely resembllng the famous
nuropean sprlngs at Carlsbad Marienbad and Aix la Cbapelle. Thelr cura-
tive propertles in certaln deseases have been demonstrated and the location
of the springs, surrounded as they are by mountalns, in a valley vhere the

streams &bound 1n toout, is an 1dea1 place for a health resort

In 1915 the population of Carbon County, as given by the state

census, was 8,412 and in 1017 the assessed valuation of propertiy was $16,62 ~
2,257. It is the sixth county in the state in population and wealth.

The main iine of the Unlon Pecific Railroad crosses the county east and
-West azlittle north of the center, and the Saratoga and Encampment Rall-
road runs from nncampment to Welcott, where it forme a junction with the

Union Pacific,‘hence the trensportaion facilities of Cerbon ere above the

averare of the Wyoming counties,
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(From tre Wyoming Sagle, July 22, 1941.)
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$wAUTITUL LOUNTAINS AND GRIAT PLAINS SIEN.
xxrwsnk A popular side route from Learamie is the highway through
“nowy Raznge. This road leads through verdant pasiures that mve
_war 1o rforested foothills and finally pretty lakes and mountain
Sireams déarfed by could-shrouded peaks on which enow lies in
larre drifts throusghout the year.
The Snowy Range highway rejoins the Lincoln route by
way or Saraiora, with its hot springs state park, and Welcott.
Trom 'ledicine Bowr directly &along highway 30 the route
passes throusgh two famous cow towns, Rock River and Madicine Bow,
steeped in the early history of the area and the site of a naj-
s ority of the scenes in Oven Tister's tamous novel "The Virgimen."
- In the town of ledicine Bow & monument heas been erected
1o Wister and near it stande the o0ld log cabin in wﬁich lived
tnie school teacher of his story.
£t Como Blurf, near tedicine Bow, is & museum filled with
fossils ané relics of other ages. The largest dinosaur gréve—
vard in the world lies near Como Bluff and is eagily accessible
by &uto. .
surther vest is Fanna, & large cozl mining center, and
Parcé, center of vast oil fields. Between Valcott and Parco the
highray crosses the ﬁorth Platte river which to‘the‘north are
the reclamation projects, Pathfinder reservoir, Alcove dem and
Seminoe dam.

Rawlins, six miles w=2st of Parco, is the county seat ot

carbon county and the center of extensive sheep and cattle raising
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arees. Here is located the Tyoning stete penitentiary.
"test of Rawlins at Creston the Loncoln highway tops the
continentel divide at an elevation of 7,178 teet. The area is
not wountainous end the croseing is the 8aresti in the continent.
vdd rocit formations make the trip from there fhrough Viamsutter
and riont of Tocks interesting.. |
Near Foint of Rocks are the remains of the old Almond stage
svation, & relay point for the Overland trail stages in 1862.
in one ot the richest coal mining areas of the netion, Sup—
erior is only a few miles trom the highway. Winton, Dines, Quealy
and Heliance are other small coal mining towns in the vicinity
which 1s centered around Rock Springs, éne of the largest towns

o1 “ryoning.
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CARBON COUNTY SIGHTS FOR'TOURISTS

To- the average tourist, whether he be traveling by rail or motor, as
he passes through Carbon county via tﬁe east and west route, it appears that
there is nothing but barren vwestes of Sage brush, desert grasses, or wind-
swept spaces that seem to reach into infinity, with nothing alluring at a
far diétant horizon except more of this vastness of nothing. Occasionally he
sees a band of éfazing sheep, a léne coﬁboy, a desert hovel which marks the
first stages of a homestead improvement; but for scenic interest, forests,
streams, mountains, flowers, vast and huge panoramic grandeaurs of jagged
peaks he sees nothing and consequently kmows nothing of the beautiful scen-
ery which lies beyond.

. It might be fitting to mention that the main highways basically fol-
low the railroads and that the railroads were 1gid out in theAbeginning
elong the route followed by early emigration, which was naturally the most
eccessible route; in this section mountaeins were avoided wherever possible.
The stretches of sagebrush desert land which meet the eye on either side of
the Lincoln highvay or the Union Pacific railroad through Cerbon county and
adjoining counties, as & rule, except for wonderment, do not appeal ta the
vacationist for stop-over purposes.

Choosing Rawlins, the county seat of Carbon county, as 2 hub or
starting plece, a trourist may spend a very enjoyable vacation during the
summer months, at points of scenic interest, in mountainous regions, with
cool nights and mild deys within short radii of Rawlins, end via good roads.

r\?he nearest and nost accessible spot, to stert with, where one mey

leave the main artery of travel and plece himself within the cloistered

T——
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haunts of Nature's besuty, is Bridger's Peak. This peak, a little over
11,000 feet in height, is situated approximately seventy-six miles south-
east of Rawlins, andlmay be reached from Rewlins by two routes. Some years,
however, it is after the Fourth of July before o person may have access to
this district; some years the early part of June. It depends upon the amount
of snowfall during the winter.

Stert from Rewlins and travel east on the Lincoln highvay, to take the
route via the Platte River valley, until a point is reached.about tvrenty-one
miles from Raﬁlins where the Rocky Mountain highway joins this main artery.
Turn to the right on a new road and travel twenty miles more until the towm
of Saratoga is reacched, on the Platte River, famed-for its medicinal hot
springs and as a summer resort with special attractions in the line of trout
angling.

Continue southward for another nineteen or twenty miles, cross South
Spring crgek, Cow Creek, and then pass the Encampment river (somefimes known
as Encampnent creek) vhich is & main tributary to the Platte River, and then
the tovm of Encamprient is'reached, which nestles at the foot hills of the
Sierra ladre mountain range. From Rawlins to Encampment there is an approxi-
mate rise of 300 feet, this laetter village being a little over 7,000 feet
above sea levels |

Viest by south is the general direction to be taken on whet is lmowm

as the Rocky Mountain highway, a winding roadwey of good traveled surface

from the foot hills to the peak of the Continental Divide, There is very
little timber for the first five or six miles, but at a point about ceven
miles from the fown of Encampment is Eliwood Springs, a wvatering place in
the early days, where'there is a group of quaken aspen treés and a few wil-

lows. From here the country is heavily timbered, with éevéral miles covered



thickly with quaken asps. Shortly after leaving Ellwood Springs the Hayden
district of the ledicine Bow Forest Reserve is entered.

As we climb, some pine is-noted interspersed wifh the queaken asps,

and a little later the forest becomes almost entirely Englemon spruce,
dotted with qualkers, wild flowers of & great many varieties, and some wild
shrubber#&. Several émail streans are crossed in the course of the journey,
witﬁ nemes lmovn only to the natives, but which contain ice-cold end very re-
freshing vater, TWhile riding in a car, there is never a day on this journey
from Encampment on up when the weather is too warm. lost tourists from lower
altitudes feecl the need of a wrap; some notice a ringing in the ears; others
feel a temporary deafness for e few moments;a few become temporarily faint,
These physical reactions are not due to any extreme height, but rather to
the quickness of the ascent not nbticeable ordinarily with the modern motor
facilities,

Vhen vhat is lmowvm as "Slaughterg House Draw," is passed, and after a
Jjourney of about two miles further is made, the remnants of a ghost mining
town is-found. This is the top of the world in this section, the Continental
Divide, with an altitude of 9,216 feet, Thié is & rise of approximately
3,000 feet since lcaving Encempment, a trip of twelve miles, Naturally here
is a stopping point for a breathing spell, for inspection of brekes on the
rmachine, and for a view of the magnificent country.

By wallding a fow steps on either side of the roed the peak may be
reached. From this point, owing to the convolutions of the mounteinous cen-
yoﬁs through which the journey had been made, v&sions of the farm lands in
the Encampment velley are obscure. Several stops en route to this point give
befter glimpses, bird's-eye fashion, of the hay plotted rench domains. But

to look ahead apd-down is where greatest interest from this point is gained,



the point thet divides the Pacific from the Atlantic; the point which marks

tﬁe diversion of wvmters, to the east all wmters flow almost directly into
the North Platte river, which ultimately cempties into the Gulf of lexico,
and shead of us the little Snske river is the recipient of all water courses
the flow of which eventually wmshes ageinst the concrete of the Boulder dam
and on into the Pacific Oceean.,

The ghost mining tovm, originally named Battle Lake, has been short-
ened to l"Ba.t‘t:le". A stream flows from out the lower end of Battle Lake wvhich
has been christened Battle creek, and the flat-topped mountian which may be
seen at the iﬁfinity of the canyons through which Battle creek courses, is
called Battle lountain. Legend has it that Battle lountein received its name
:as a result of an Indian skirmish in the early days and the other places and
objects just mentioned-derived their names from the mountein, Battle Lake
is historically significant in that the late Thomas A, Edison at this body
of vmter perfected his idea of the filament for the incandescenf lamp in
1879. Above the leke is another ghost tovm, kmown as Rambler.

At about three-eights~of a mile further, at a comparatively level
spot, is a sign on our right, which says "Bridger Peal, four miles; Hanson
Rench, twelve miles." Here a turn is made into the thick of the forest,- this
is above timber line.

Bridger Peak is a renger look-out station, occupied as a point of ob-
servation only during dry yecars when there is much denger of forest fires in
this area, It is 11,007 feet above sea level,

To the north is Thisky Peal, and the Ferris Mountains, a hundred
mi;es distant. To the right may be seen the Haysteck renge, the cliff forma-

tions of the Black Canyon wherein the Seminoe dem is now being constructed,

the lledicine Bow range, vith Elk liountain looming up in the fore-ground,




Fron here may also be seen the surmit of the Snowy range, white capped,
directly east, and to the south-east, jumbled mounteins in the state of
Colorado, To the south is a mass of mountains in northern Colorado and to
the west may be observed smaller peaks which gradually fade into the platesu
plains of the sagebrush desert lends. From this crow's nest of the-Sierra
¥adre mountains may be followed quite readily the course of the North Platte
river, through ranch lands, parcels of sagebrush flats, serrated cliff for-
motions of various colors until it is finally lost where its. silver thread-
like hair line disappears on toward the Black Canyon. The county seat‘of
Rowlins can be seen from this point, and the smoke stacks of the Parco re-

finery.
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They&re tellino nore Ftories>a50ut one ot Certon Countip's
Tirst citizens--first, at leesi, in errivel end location in this
region.. John C. Thompeson of the Wyoming Tribune, who hes & feculty :
for dirging up interestiing historicel matter, spineg the following

yern in his feeture column "In 0ld Wyéming" concerning the illustrous
Jim Baker, wro wes one of the firsti white men to establish & home

in what is now Cerbon county;

-

Jim Beker, vho cetme to the Vyoming country in 1838, built in
. ] -
1873 over in the Little Snake Fiver valley the picturesque cebin
which now stends in Frontier Ferk at Cheyenne, and who died in 1808

efter sixty years on the frontier, cezme out of the lledicine Eow mount—

‘ eine in 1866 with three horses lpaded with furs he had teken during

fhe proceedine winter. Ee tﬁought he wes through with west end inten—

ded’ to tele the money the furs would bring in Denver , end retire ts

‘ his native state, Illinois. The forty—eight yeer-old mountain nen®

reckoned, howvever, witheut his passibn for gembling end the through
crookedness of gemblers with whem he consorted at benver end the near-—
by settlement, Golden. Soon the sizable sum for which he sold the furs

hed gone into the pockéts of the geambling gentr& and hig viesion of =

1ife of ease in Illinois weas gone with the wind, This made him right

2 p:evish mood. In fh&t, proxinity to h%m on such occasions might be
dovnriasht dengerous. ‘
Jim, confronted with the harsh necessity of retuéning to the
peril-infested mountains to gather more skins, brooded upon his evil
fortune, decided that emong those who hed contributed to it most

peevich, end he waesn't e vleasant person to be sround vhen he wee in
reprehensibly was a gambler who held forth et Golden. Forthwith he



—2—

- -

sought out this slippery gent, and without dismouhting his Indien
pony upbreided him in English, Sioux, Cheyenne, #Arepchoe, Ute, Crow,
Shoshone end Spenish selecting from each tongue with & fine discrim—
-ination the most apprébious epitheté of its lgxicon. Incensed to the
ppint of infurietion by this polyglot tirade &nd his inability to phrase
the retort discourteous save in inadeguete Engliéh, and being at the
moment, es wes his tormentor, destitute of & device with which an expl-
osion of gunpowder might.be ceused to impert to é leaden pellet a2 leth-—
2l velocity, the gembler, with more courags than discretion, seized
upon clods of eperth ahd hurled them at the vituperative victim of his.
'maﬁipulation of the cards,
This childish displey of temper wes displeasing to Jim; so
éispteasing in fect, that he felt constreained to do something ebout it.
Loosening his riate, he deftly heeled the prancing dirt slinger, whipp-
ed the slackened rope over the projecting ridge pole of & caﬁin and
elevated the equirming corporealty of the object of his disapprovai
until it +eas suspended & men's height ebove the gfound, Then, while
his treined pony kept the rope Lzngphx teut, he gathered brush, built
e fire beneafh the dangling gembler end smoked him until he pleaded
for mercy. Ione who looked -on moved to interfere, Jim's deneanor
sﬁégesting that interference might be inimical the health of the inter-
ferer. Finally, &fter a homily on the virtue of holding one's temper
and elso holding only those cerds which chance end chence 2lone, best-
ovved upon one engtged in & game for étakes, Jim kicked the fire aside,
lovered the half suffocated sharp upon the erxcessively hot spot where
it bed been, disengeged his rope and departed, his good—humor fully
restored by the divertisement in which he had engaged.

Whether the foregoihg ie éltogether eccurate none mey s&y or

Feinsey 73 yeers afterwerd, but the velidity of the basicai fects isg
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ettested by an old-timer, who evers he had them from his father, who
wee emons those present when the men—snoking occured. So finelly in
~ the scriven word is a’fragment of histofy preserved from thet oblivion

into which irretrievably hes passed so much of the engeging story of

the west when' it wos rew, lost forever because nobody went ‘to the troub-

le of setting it dovn.
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Events in Carbon County

Name of Event _ Location . Date=--
Fairs | ' Rawlins .Usually Aug.
State Fairs o Douglas Usually Sept. -
Rodeos ’ Rawlins . Usuaily with Fafhr
Rodeos § | Saratoga 4th, of July

Annusl County Plcnlc Elk Mountain July

Pioneer phkecnics are held in Slater, Cbio. » &and ‘many Carbon County
old-timers go thefe for this event, |

There are magy private ppgenizations that have plcnics, but they
are held  just for them. | |

This‘fall that I could find for Carbon County.

~
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VWhen Carbon county was originally organized when
Wyoming was still a territory, in 1870, its area'comprised over
one-fifth of the area of the state of Wyoming; this area con-
tained all that part west of the line 107 degrees, 30 minutes

west longitude; the western three-fourths of Natrona County;

‘the greater part of Johnson and Sheridan counties and a strip

about 18 miles wide across the east side of Big Horn and Wash—
akie counties. At thehpresent time the county contains 5,124,480
acres within its boundaries which are by cainties,--Nptrona on
tha.north, Sweetwatér on'tﬁe wést, Alﬁanyeén the east and
the northern boundary of Colorado on the éouth.

Pr;ar to its organization, going'baék to the end of
the 1¢th century, the sectgon which is now Carbon county was

parp of the territory under the rule of the French government,

“which later became the"Louisiana Purchase". Following its

organization, ard subséquently with the eﬁtrance of VWiyoming to-
sfatehood, the boﬁndary lines have been cut down gs the result
of formation of several other cowunties in the state; neverthe-

‘less it is still one of the largest counties in the state.,

. Co.=112~ Much of the general geography of the county was

" and sincq there

treated under the section entitled "Topography,
41s so much overlapping in this regafd the writeé deems it best
not to treat more of this particular section at the present;

however, with reference to commercial interegﬁé more will be

gilven under that topic.

{
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CARBCN COUNTY VERSUS CARBON COUNfYrﬁbADS;

A curious case has been on trial for months“ﬁast in Carbon
County. the cause in éuestioh'ia one in which the people are plain-
tiffs; being entitled "The commfssionérs of Carbon county vs. the
roads of Carbon county,® It is being fried fefbre the Court of Pua-

lic Opinien, a tribunal unerring in it's judgments and inflexible _

in It's declsions, o tribunal from which there is no appeal, &nd

the cese, we are sorry tp\sat, according to the law and the evid—
ence, lodkS‘very bad for the defendents.. |

If there is eny thing in the world that = county and it's
various communities*ought to have it is goo¢ roads.. County roads
are public throughfares, expressly designea and intended for mut—
ual convenience, edd to faciliete muatual commuﬁicatiop‘ Without
such avenues of mutual éonVenience and comnunieation trade is*int—
errupted, travel is arrested, the entire fabfic of” business and so-‘

/

cial relations is rudely shaken— the necessities end pleasures of

life are alike blocked in operatioh.

To
To see that county roads are opened at the dictation of nec—

essity, and that such rosds are kept in suitable‘énd demanded rep-
¢ir is one of the most important duties of = board'éf couhty’comm—

issioners,end ithis important duty has- been flagrently neglected by

1

the present board of county commissioners for Carbon county, ,
hile 211 the portions of the county are more or less victim-.

ized in this respect, the Plgtté valley has the most crying cause
for compiaint. Fere in the nm~st populous‘and extensive settlements

of Carbon county, the county road system hes receiced no sttention

- whatever.
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The sectlon hee Teen 1elt cooly to deel with its roads &s best it
might, and conflicting end unreculatea privete 1n~orestc (2nd wves,
" and is #neviteble) have resulted in bad roeds snd public confusion.
the hend of genmeral goverﬁment, strong and benificent, is needed,
end this hend the countyvéommissioners have failed to put forth.
The Lyre, therefore, demandc'iﬁ the name of its ovn section
of Cerbon county s & whole, of the public good and of” common Just—
ice, that this leme and 1mpotent condition be at once and fully

remedied.

e suggest thet the county commissioners get & first move on
: s

themselves in the Platte velley region. There 1s enough county
roed work Here to keep the honoreable boerd occupind for some time

to come, and to emply signalize eny new deperture it may feel dis—

e

posed to make in the direction of ectivity, efficiency and the éut—

ies of its position. ‘

The Saratogs road which crosses Jeck Creek is a most loose
end danorllzed condition. It hes never been declared & county roed
eand rejoices in illusive and juggling charecteristics. It runs
here end there and everyvhere., Some timés-you ?gn find it and some
times you can't. The most certain place to look for it is in the
Jeck Creek bottom, and when you finally succeed in cepturing it in

thi bottom locality you are mnch more enxious to get rid of it

n

than you were to find it. Th1= road should be declared county pro—
perty at once and the passage of the Jack Creek bottom, (noe e terror
to 211 kinds of travel) be made sefe end sure. |

The road from Ser=toge. to the large end rapiuly increesimg

Brmush Creek cettlement is badly in nneé of two bridges(end good ones’)

0@8 ecross Cedar Creek end the other over Brush Creek itself; e,
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suiteble bridge shouid be throvwn ecross Spring Creek, a few miles-
above Saratoge; at the Hustoh ranch, on & declared county road, Cow
éreek bottonm iS‘practicaliy impassable and on the seme stream further
down, on &nother county'road, the county bridge is in an unfiﬁished
condition.

- As- it is in the Flatte valley, so it is in a somewhat lesser
degree;'all over the county. The apperent trouble with our commiss—
ioners is that their road duties are more pressing than their incli—
netion. But the road system in Carbon county must receive that full
zttention which is its fight. Cn this-subject’the Lyre will not
fail to Herp until the honorable boafd of commissioners of Carbon
g county elther’doflnltely refuses‘to sing at 21l or sings to the
richt kind o’ a~compan1ment. Bn this subJect the Lyre speakes in
no sectionel sense or spirit. Its utterances.constitute an .appesl
for the general good. Mow -is the time to esteblish these ;pads—-
the cnunty is rapidly settling and rights of‘way-wiil s&on Be é mat—
ter of purchese. It is therefore a fact petent on its fzce thet the

necessary county road can be esteblished now at & less cost than at

any subsequent periocd.
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Co.-211 There is, in Carbon county, a good deal relative ———o

to the subject of Archaeﬁ;g;p;et to be discovered, yet to be
explored and examined; gt the present time there is very
l1ittle in this wise which has been placed upon documentary
record, especially ﬁith reference to remains of the earliest
human. VWithout question this section of the state of Vyoming
will yet furnish valugble material for science with regard
to early civilization ,s is indicated by some of the Iﬁdian
archaeology which quiﬁe plainly shows earlier civilization
than can be attributed to the Indian bands which roamed this-.
rert of the state in the early "sixties."

Co.-212 - On the border of Albany aﬁd'Carbon county, in the
section west of the town of Rock River, exist some of ﬁhe

most perfect "rings,"

remains of Indian villages, of any-
where in the étgte, it is sald. While the majority of these
are in Albany county, it is essential to one exploring the.
dinosaur fields and the petrifiéd forest site north of
Ledlicine Bow, to know just gbout where these evidences of
encient remains are toi;; found so that he may map his journey
accorédingly, .

Similar rings, though not so perfect nor quite so
clear, are to be found from two to three miles noﬁgq of the
town of Walcott! or about fivé miles north of 5 point on the
Lincoln Highwey which 1s situated agbout seven miles egst of
where the bridge crosses the North Platte river;(at the junc-
tion of the road to Saratoga.) Dottéd throughout the county
are very small rings sald to be remnant evidence of Indian

tepees; (this interpretation, however, is in dispute.)

L —
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Co.=-212-- Indian relics, such gs weapons(tomahawks, stone hammers,

hatchets, spear heads, arrov heads, etc.) mgy be found or rather
heve been found in considerable quantities in all sections of
the county, and around the Saratoéa district along the rivef
cliffs, etc., are the clear remains of Indian graves. .In this
latter area many weapons have been discovered, and north of
Rawlins, about 12 miles on the Yellowstone Highway, many
valuable spear and arrow heads have been pickéd up at a loca-
tion which was known as Bell Springs. Direct information on
this canﬁgg obtai%f%} the proprietor of "The Willows", a rest
station two miles farther north on the egst side of the road.,
Around the present site of the Seminoe dam, 38 miles
north of Parco, crude stoﬁe implementsxhave been gathered,
Northwest of Rawlins gbout'66 niles, Kleber Hadsell,
a Rawlins sheépman,:hns aﬂsheep headquarters.. With his ranch
as a center, for g radius of gbout 20 miles around c ETB
found Indian and ancient evidence of an dgapier civilization,
One of the most unusual indications of a civilization earlier
than frontier Indian times is a calendar gbout two miles
south of the Hgdsell cabin, This calendar is composed of
round stones which form the figure, and it is in gxcellent
condition. The base is abwt 10 feet gecross and from each end
a line extends about five feet to where another cross section
meets them, this line being about 8 feet across. From here
the direction changes sharply(the base is due eazst and west)

and one line of stones continues on a tangent for a length of ’ﬂé

75 yards approximately poinuga dl rectly to the summer solstace;
the other line points to the winter solstace, this latter be-
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Co.-212-- iﬁg abaut 25 yards in length. Quite some distance from the
‘ line'pointing to the summer solstace is a pile of rocks |
the piacement being in direct line with the diagonal
of the summer solstace; there is sore question, however,
_ whether this pile is an originad part of the calendar. That
4ﬂafﬂ "”?EEafigure is of Indian origin is unquestionable, states
kr, Hadsell, but it is also quite questionable that recent
Indian people are responsible for its construction; it be-
speaks more of Aztec intelligence owing to 1ts gstronomical
__eXactness. . A
_ fTﬁe ﬁriter hopes to later supplement his findings
‘of archaeology within the boundaries of this county. 1In
pessing, let it be stéted that this celendar near the Hgdsell
rranch is'in Fremont édunty but very close topographically
with Carbon county. Access to this district is usually
gained by going north from Wamsutter,(Sweetwater county) 7 €C7qu

which is a town the main purpose of which i%4a supply

. station for sheepmen from Carbon county.
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UPRER FLATT RIVER ISASIN :
[:Thgﬁoeunty—oﬁ—canbonrin the state of VWyoming,

noted for ;ts rugged mountain scenery, its recreational
hunting and fishing facilitlies, the coolness of 1its climate
during the summer months, the output of its tremendous coal
beds, its oil znd gas wells, its mineral déposits, and

in the main, for its production of wool, lies.in the
south-central part of the state with Colorado gs its south-
ern boundary. S = 70

[%Egarding its agriculture in the Platte and Lit-
tle Snake Rilver valieys, there agre gpproximately 72,125
acres of 1rfigated land according to the 1925 Federal Cen-
s st and there has been 1little change from this figure, ex-
cept for slight increase in irrigated acreage, since that
time, Ygézpon county is rated first in the state in the
value of all live stock; first in sheep; fourth in cattle;
third in wild hay and sixth in tame hay pfoducﬁfgﬁzl It hes
some of the finest fosslil beds in the world and has produced
the largest dinosaur remains, which specimen is in the
Smithsonian Institute.

[gérbon county, the second largest.in size in the
state, having 8029 squere miles(5,124,480 acres); the sixth
in population; is also given credit for conﬁaining the
greatest number of incorporated towns, there being ten of

these, namely- Reawlins, county seat; Parco, Hanna, Saratoga,

X Mow &hond” 28 000 ~WHo. otryeosfoe ﬂ;‘i;}fg ~/7.35~
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Encampment, Riverside, Elk Mountain, Elmo, Dixon and Ba

Bge
i Carbon is the Latin and chemical name for coal, and

wes gilven to the county owing to the immense deposits of

coal bed%Z]

[é;dicine Bow, a town of Wyoming as well as a river,

was taken from the Medicine Bow mduntains vwhere, as tra-

‘dition hes it, the northern Indian tribes repaired yearly

to procure ash timber for their bows; the timber was con-
sidered emcellent; anything excellent to the Indians was
considered"good medicine;" thus, the name.

Sierra ladre, a ;ange of mountéins, is of Spanish

«origin; Sierra'meaping range as appiied to mountains, and

Yeadre meaniﬁg ﬁothér;‘thusgffransla$ed, Mother Range.’

.t

: Forgele Covnry ROSESSSR
# Authority- W. F. Daley,ARawlins Republican, Rawlins, Wyo.

st 2y &.c.;wé..,._%
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Cgrbon county is rich in fossil remains, the
fossil beds iIn this territory representing about a third
of those most prized in the state; the main beds or one
might say "fossil fields" of the county are in the hills
north of ledicline Bow, approximately 40 miles, In this(:)
district have been found the bones of dinosaurs, brontosaurs, -
and the like and the so-called dinosaur grave-yards here
Gﬁ{considered one of the best in the world., Smithsonian
Institute now contains the reproduction of the largest
dinosaur skeleton found, which was discovered in this din-

osaur grave-yard north of liedicine Bow.

In this district may also be seen a section of

petrified forest, one tree in particular, gbout 50 feet
long, lying on its side, can be witnessed. The elements
and water-erosion have hollowed out the trunk and small
streams trickle through-it at certain times of the year.,

In the districtg north, north eazst and north west
of Rawlins; a8 well g8 south west of the county s eat,may
be found cephalod-pods and gas8tra-pods, sea-fish, shells,
ferns , etc., since this county as well ;s the rest of the
state was aﬁ one time entirely glacia%’but here, 1t seems,
erosian by the winds and upheaval have brought forth these
fossil remains more so than in most sections of the state.
Further and more complete information upon the dinosaur grave-
jard and tlke surrounding fossil remains has not been garnered

at the time of this writing.
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The county of Carbon might propeqﬁﬂ?fgg_zgiied g

a basiﬁ almost entirely surrounded by mountains and mountain
range%fﬁith'the exception of one spot about 20 miles north-

east of Rawlins, the Haystack Mountd hs, which stick up in
the basin like an ant hill in an almost level spot, though,

with the exception of £he huge rises of mountains at its

outer edges, the country might generally be said to be made

of rolling ;nd flat plains.

The mean elevation of Carbon county is approxi-
mately 6800 feet, with Rawlins, the cownty seat, at 6750
ét the Union Pacific depot. Mountaln ranges reach as high

as lgpoﬂfeet ard over,é?ihough the average.for ranges and

peaks 1s about 10,000 ft. - ' —
‘ The basic topographically feéture of thexanzntj

perhaps rests in the Continental»Divide‘%hibh first cuts

/i

the & unty from the west at Creston, gbout 23 miles west of

Rawlins where the elevation is 7200 ft. and continues through
the county iq a general sduth-easterly direction until it
reaches its geak in ‘the county gt the old historlc town-site
of Bgttle, on the Rocky-Mountain Highway where the elevation
is 9866. ,It then continues on into Colorado, gbout 12 milesA
from‘thgﬁpown of Battle.

The Continental Divide in this county separateé
two main river bpsins, the Platte basin on the east; the wates
of which reach the Gulf of Méx;co,and tle Little Snake river

on the west whose water eventually reaches the Pacific Ocean

through the Colorado River,
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The Nofthlflatte river biseéts the county, running
from south to north boundarles, winding through t he co&nty
170 miles to cover arstraight line distance of 100 miles.
The lledicine Bow river enters the county from the east and
floﬁs int§ the 2;attefin the horthcféﬁtral part. The Platte

river is fedABy the Encampment river from the south West}this

Al

17

lattef stream Jbigéf;he Platte just below the town of En-
campment at whaﬁ is abm t the last of the foot hills of the
Sierra lladre Range of Mountains in‘?he Medidine BowlNational
Forest.

The ;ittie Snake R;vef.is_a partial boundary of

Carbon county on the.south; it winds along the state line

- for a distance of sbout 35 miles.' Just belbw the town of

Baggs the altitude at Waich the river is flowing is 6200 £t.
The Pléfte river,-from#;he-time it enters thg
county until the time it reaches the Pathfinder Dam, at
the northep1end of the drhnty, drops @r rather falls a
total of ‘1650 ft, the highest point on the river at the
Colorado line being 7500 feet, and the lowest point at the
Pathfinder dam, being 5850 feef{ Four mlles from the dam
1t crosses the &'unty 1iﬁe. o
¥ountains in the northwest end of the county
includg ¥hisky Peak(in the Green Mountd ns) amd the Ferris
ountain rangé(average'altitude extreme, 10,000;) in the
northern part of the county, the Seminoe and the Freeze-
out mountains, between which flows the Platte river; the
average extreme height bf the -Seminoe mts., 1s 9200 while

the Freeze-outs reach heights well over lo;OOO,ft.



Co . -130"

Co.-100 Co.-120-P. #3.

In the western end of_thecnunty south of the
Freeze-out Mountains 1s the lMediecine Bow fiver basin and
south of this there commences the Medicine Bow and the
Snowy Range of Mountains where the heights are over 12,000
ft. Medicime Bow Peak, gt‘ 2 point called"Look Out", which
is on the line of Carbon and Albany County is 12,008 ft.

Swirfng araind to the south eastern end of the 2}
county the next-highest peak is Elk liountain(outside the
forést reserve) with a height of 11,162 ft. Then comes
Bridger Peak, 11,007 ft. situated in about the center of
the Slerrea Madre Raﬁée(@n the county)in what used to be the
Hayden Nationd Forest, now an undesignated part of the
Medlicine Bow National Forest.
The Sﬁake River then takes caré of the couﬁty
boundary for about. 35 milesf the lower western end is

plateau prarie and desert, broken at Creston by the

ey

Contdnental Divé.
Co.-131- Seasonal variations in the state gpproximate the
seasonal‘variations in the ‘county of Carbon with the excep-

tions due to the Continental Divide and gltitude; With

the mean elevation 6f the countféfé a whole said to be

6799 ft., and with the Pgcific goast winds effecting the

climatic conditions the average temperature will range from ,

41 to 42 degrees, the extreme in summer being gbout 109K;;;;;T4j2r%}“‘
and in the winter(some winters 40 dégrees below zeroz)———ﬁazu»JQb{
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.The last three to four years have been exceptions
in this county, és théy seemed to be in different parts
of other places throughout the world. The winters haye
been more mild and the drouth‘conditions which prevailed

s0 universally were felt in this ounty also. However,

this last winter so far(1935xlg36 to date, Feb. 1.)
has been more normal or more "up to par" as the natives
here say, with a mean precipiiation of ébout 16 inches
to date, considering the fractional yearly time. The
normal preciﬁitation.in the county 1412.24 inches.
'Precipiﬁaticn here consists of tﬁunder storms
in the summer months and snows in the winter with occas-
ional drizzly rains in the fall and spring, The winters
a8 a whole ordinarily occupy gbout five months, with
late and short springs;’summér ranging from about June
1 to Sept. 15, to be followed by calm, fairly warm sunny
days of Indian Summer., Precipitaionis fairly well dis-
tributed‘throughout the year with the exception of the
Red Desert(mostly im Sweet water county but topographi-
callj effecting the general $erraine of this county)
where sometimes little may occur for from two to three
months during the summer, The mountains and valleys in

the summer tlme generally get 5 fair percentage of rain-

S
fall, The wind blows a g@od deal in the l,te fall,
winter and'spring with an average of bout 12 miles an

hour,
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Co.--132. The average date for the lgst killing frost in

the epring is June 9, while the average date for the first
killing frost in the fall is Sept. 10. -One may expect gs

a rule to t. crope(which will be effectrgreatly by

the frost)so that they Willﬂ be up before June 1 unless

very well protected.

CHECKED FOR ACCURACY
M_@W
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CARBON COUNTY VFiTU3 cmaon GouNTY ROMDS, ot

A ourious caee has been on c' al for lonths past in O;Q'bon '
Oounty. the cause 1n auention 15 mu 1n wh:lch the p;opls m plain-
t‘ifre., being entitled 'The comiw.lmwu @t Oarbon conn%r n. tho

; roads of Carbon county. It !9 ha*ng triod herore the Oourt oi‘ L‘ub—

lic Opinion, 'y tribuna:l unen-lns $x i.*’s Judgments and 1nt1u1bh
in 1t's deois!ons, . yv\hib.aal troa vhioh theie 18 no appnl, and

. the' cage, We are sorry % sat, according 49 the law and tho oﬂd-

ence‘ looke very bad !'o* tha dqzendantu, : : ‘x ;}:‘_:-‘

If thers is my thisol 21*. tha Vorld thet a oounty and. “.s_%_ A
various\ communitios mgh us nav_ it :I.B good roads. Oounty roads ’.

- are’ pub is thrnughfares, exp- ese ty dosignod and intended for. mt—

ual con eniencs, uld 30 faciliata mntua.l commnisation. Mthmt

' mch av' nues of mtxml conVeniénoe and oomnilation trede is !.nt-

-ermptef,tnval is am.we*, th entire fabrie of bnsiness tnd eo—
eial re (lations is rudely shak 1 thc neOeultiu and pleauure: of

{

life are aliko blooked in operat:lona , A
" fo S 1Y
.ffo aee that oounty rpada oponed at the dictation ot nec-

;and that such roads pre kqnt in suitable and dem&ndod ren—-

,;-ur 19,\ one or the most 1mportant. dnties oif e board of oounty corv»-

7‘_‘,1saionere tn-’ this 1nportant duty has be#n nagrant’.ly neglqgted by

|

‘:i the present boam of oonnt.y oommissionorq for Oa.rbcn G lty.

While all the ‘portions of the: oovnt? are more or J.es viciin-
i%xed in this respeat, the Platte nney has tha mos'l, cqinb cause

-?-for complnint. Here in tha most pPopulous md utmsn \sottlemenus

S of Carbon county, the oounty road syltam bq.s re#ai@.ﬁ.‘no\gttanblcn

CH

!

b \

'1\3*-0'5?. "



'.\ : oL pu .9.,4::

" The section hss been lort aooly to dael with 1te rosds as. best 1¢
might, end nonnlcting 3}16 nnregulated private 1ntereats (and vns, '
znd is &nevitable) have menlted in bad roads and- pubno s onfusion. ':\,.;
' the hond of geusral gwerpnont, strong and benificent, is needed,
‘and thms hend the ocounty éfomissloners have- fai'.lad A put rorth. ;
The I.yre, therefore, demo.nds in the name of its own sect:lon

Carben. county as a vholn, or p\e Public good and of eommon ;mst-

>

jce, that thiz lame and mpotent\ omttion be at once and fu.ny R
' \ ' \,-.. .\;‘_.
" renediad. o o, "~ j‘ T ' ,’ ‘ ‘ -*.".‘:_‘;‘

¥

RN Te suggest. that the count:,'r commissioners get a first move om -3\

. {
themselves in the Platte valley lkregion. There 1s enough ccfunty

" ‘roadiwork here to keep tha hondpable boszc oooupied for some time )

T3 ‘t,o OQme, and to amply u!gnalizs " hew ueparturo it xnay b 01 di'-- ,
' A

1es or its nosition. ' ‘ ?/
'l‘ho Saratoga road uhich,'crasﬁc., Jeok Greok is o most ‘ ooae

—— \

' : and demorliged condition. ’M% bi \s}\zzs_?.r kua‘u deolared a sounty road
. and rejoiccs in 111118170 and augii;ﬂ‘ngg ct«ﬁraotoristios. It
‘ here and there and every'lure. :‘Soma tin2e ;rou oan ?4ind it and nome |
; . tdmes you can't, 'rhe moet oar(‘i\:ln Place o look for 1t 4s {n the
Jmk Oreek bottom, nnd lhen ymt; finally aucoeod in ocapéwering it in
13 'bntton :locnlity yon e m?.ch hors anxious to get rid of it
‘than you wers to find it, ’Xhif >03d should be declared ccunty pro-
perty at once and the paasago,; s the Jeck Creek bottom, .(now a terrey
to 01l kinds of sravsl) be madn safe &m mare. ' L
‘ The roe.d frow ﬂlrztoﬁg}to tne. la.rge an.. ‘rapidly 1ncrou“3

Saueh freak sotilement i+ .«.' in nno& of wo in:‘idgu(and good oneq) o

arl

S : \g ) L
LB Mmus ”%m. m..aL aad uqc ut.hw eror ﬁmeh Oreak Stsolr, S
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qultabie\frldgo nhunld bo thruwn across Spring Orodk, a fev miles
above Saratéga, at the ijmston rumh, on a ceclared county road ’ Ow

Crepv battgz is, praatinaily 1mpassable und - on the same strecm further—'

< dovn, on'an thar oounty noad, the county bridge is in an unfiniehad

"
P

~

i

nondition. /\ ' ‘,' Lo ' E

{

45 1t is ?n the Plutﬁe valley, 8¢ it is in a somewhat lesner

| aonera ‘a thatdtheir road. duties are more pressing than their 1non~

» natlon. But t?e road systen 1n Cardbon connty nnet receive that tull

attentlon vhion is its right. Qn this snb;ent the Lyre will not’

- tall to harp uﬂtil the honorable board ef aemmisuioners of Oarbon

oounty either deinitely “efusos te sing at a11 or nings tJ the
right kind of aqoompanimenu. On this subjcot the nyre speikes in
no eectional senpe or spirit, Ita uttoranccs nonstitnte .appeal
goL the gen,ral good Now is the tine {5 eatgblish these rfads—~ .
~the oonnty is raﬂid*y settling ane righta of way will soon Ye & mat-

ter of purghase, \It is thereforr & fucg petent on its face that the

necessary ocounty rpad oan beo aetahhznhud av« at a less oont than at
: \ . :
" may snbaeqnent pertrd.

) ' .
s ) . .
3 " !:;r’
‘
A i

) ‘e
t . \
'

-

d*ﬁree, all over the oounty. The apparent trouble with our oommiaa— '3
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| Early History and Reminiscences
The founding and Incidents of the
Growth of Rawlins and Care
bon County,
Bullding of the Union Pacific

Over the Continental Divide in the Year 1868

The Indians were Troublesome, and the Ploneers had Many Exciting
Envounters with Them Before they were Subdued, Several of the
First Settlers and Still Living in the Twone-Mrs, Mae Franklins the
First child Born here.

The building of the Union Pacifif up the eastern slope of the
Continental Divide, during the summer of 1868, marked the first per=
manent settlemont on the site of wirat 1s now the most properous and
active commercial center in Wyoming.

Early inthe spring of 1868, the graders reached this point and
established their camp at the old springs a half mile west of town
which at that time flowed a large volume of water., These springs
were called Rawlings! Springs, after a early time hunter and trapper
in thls section. The postoffice whichwas established during the
swmer and the railroad station that was located when the tracklayers
reached this point in July, 1868 also appropriated the name, Sub-
sequently'the name of the station was chagged to Rawlins, in honor of
General John A. Rawlins, ff then secretaby of war.

4 Rawlins Made a Division Point,
In August of the same year it was announced that Rawlins would

be made a division point, Large quantities of material for the
depot building, shops and hotel began to arrive,



mep were employed.to get_out rock for foundation and the shops, .
Business houses from Benton and other points were moved to the new
borm, and Ravwlins became a lively, bustling hive in industry, The
new=comers requed‘to purchase lots, having been folled too often,
some having pald as rmich as a thousand dollars for lots at Benton.
They pitched their tents and erected their temporary shacks along
the creek on the south side of the track,

Smith and Wills were given a contract to cut £ifty thousand
cords of wood. Nearly all the locomotives then in the Union Pacific
service being wood burners, Hundreds of men were employed to chop
cord wood. The hills north of town were stripped of cedars and all

the small.canyonslsouth Bor twenty miles which would afford a few
cords of quaking aspen were occupled by woodchoppefs.‘ Wert P. Noble
now a well known business man of Lander and Salt Lake, was book-
keeper for the contractors, Only a small portion of the wood was
ever delivered, as the mining of coal at Carbon and Rock Springs
furnished the railroad company with all necessary fuel,

. Some of the Ploneers,

Among the early settlers who have resided herec since 1868, are
PyLes Smith and wife, John F, Foote and wife, lMrs, L, Hays, and
Frank Blake, and latter having served as foreman of the car repair
shop during his long residence heres

Of the '69ers left ares Ex-Hayor I, C, Liller, Homs, JeP, Keller,
vho 1s now serving as quartermaster!s agent for the department of the
Platte, Jnos, C. Friend, and Mrs. Hae Franklin’ daughter of Mr, and
Nrs. J, F, Foote, the first white child born in the town, |

The early part of the winter of 1868 was an open one and track
laeyéng progressed rapldly, passing Bryen, 13 miles west of what 1is
now the town of Green, before Spring, Bitter Creek, 75 miles west of
‘Rawlins, was made another frgight divislion point, but has since been




abnndoned; ¥r, Timpthy O. Bally, latély deceased; was the first
maester mechinic at that point, |

As 1n ell new wesbern towns ﬁhefe were several shooting'scrapea
in Revlins during the winter of '68-9, but no one was ever arrested
or tried for murders The victims were generally guletly buried on
the hill Just south of the Snake River road near the springs.

Heavy snows fell in February and Mafch, 1889, Something like a
thousand men were employed between Bitter Creek and this point to
keep the traék épen. The railroad company had no snow plows that
‘were of any use, the cuts ﬁére narrowv and the sand and snow had to
be shoveied out to keep the line open,

The railygad hotel was opened early inthe spring of 1869 by
Swain and Co,, who falled in less than a year, Mr, Swain was one
of the members of the first board of county commissioners.

Indiens were more or less troublesome, In the fall of 1868
Lieuts. Young and Spence followed up a party which had made a raid
on the government stock at Fort Steele and overtook them at what is
now known as Young's pass, in the Ferris range, where they had a
sharp engagement lasting several hours., The recaptured some of the
éoéernemtn stock, the Indiéns, however, managing to get avay with
the larger portions Several soldiers were slightly wounded,

First Building North of the Track.

In the spring of 186§9 H, C, Hall and Co,, erected the building
now known as the Brunswick House. It was located on the lot where
the France sténe blcok now stahds, and was the first building erected
by.a ﬁusiness firm on the north side of the track, The business
houses in townat that time were: H, C. Hall and Co., general merchan-
dise and liquors; Jerry Sheegan, generai merchandise and liquors,

Sheegon occupled the building where'Mayor's sqloon 1s now located.




Hunt and Smith, meat market and coalj J, Dyer, stationery, Yobacco
and clgars. Mr. Dyer was also the first postmaster, His place of
business was a small frame buildihg Just south of the track and in
front of Magor'g store. Dagson Bros.* liquors, Hm. Baker, managers
Mo To Lgokridge, sa;lon, bill{ards and barber shop} Donnelly and
Brennan, sal;on; Larry Hays, restamrant; Chas, Good, shoesmaker;
John O'Brien, sallon and Fenian headquarters,

dr. E. Hunt of the firm of Smith & Hunt, congelved the idea that
there vere millions in raising hogs and fatteting them upon game, He
sent east for several carloads of hogs, hired hunters and started out
to range them about the country, similiar to the way sheep are no
whandled, Antelope, deer and elk were plentiful so he found no
8ifficulty in securing hog Bood,s The enterprise was, however, not a
success and was abandoned after acouple of years,

Firat Sochool and, Church,

The‘first school wnd opened in the fall of 1869 in a little
building just south of the U,P. copper shop, a Miss Goodrich being
the teachers Johnny two scholars now residing here that we can call
to mind that attended RawlinA!' first school,

The first ohu;ch erected was the Morrls Presbyterian which stood
upon the ground the handsome stone ZAZYYFA A edifice now ocouples,
It was erected during the winter of 1869 and dedicated in March 1870
by Reve. Sheldon Jack® n.

Filrst Term of Court,

The first term of court held inthis county was in June, 1870,
in ellarge of lagor'!s warehosuse, Justice J, We ‘tent that stood in
the street just west Kingman presiding; Smith, foote, sheriff; Chas,
E. Wilson, prosecuting attorney, and Frank B. Edmunds, olerk, Frank
by thewayk was the "Poobah" of the county as he also held the office

of county clerk, treasurer, probate Judge, justice of the peace,



United States court commi-sioner and deputy United States revenue
asseesors No important cases were ever tried,
The Indian ﬁaid in 70,

During the summier of '70; Capte Thls, B, Dewees! company of the
second cavalry were stationed here. They were camped just west of
‘town about where Hagor's blacksmith shop now stands, Early in
April 1870 a party of e helf ddzen Indians made a raid around by

the sluughter pens‘and up through the botton on the other side of
the creek, shot into John.Foote's house near the springs and attempe
ted to drive off Walter Towse's cows, Towse thon lived where the
Starzell mension stands, Walter mbunted his old gray horse and
started yhrough the cut, recaptured his cows and seccgeded in Ikille
inggone of the Indians, which be brought down and threw on the
' depot platform, Every man, woman and child went to see tpe that
Indian during the afternoon. Towse afterward schlped him, threw the
body upon a coal car and sent it down to the post surgeon at Fort
Steels,

' Along in the summer Sam Perkins and several others came in one
Sunday saying they had been attacked by Indians near Bull canyons,
Lieut., Young with the soldiers and several citizens started out
after the Indiens. They were though to be Utes for tais reason,
There were numbrous alarms during the season but forftmnately no
whites were killed.

Organization of Carbon County.

Carbon County was sefregated from Larmie by the legislature
during the session of the winter of 1869 and orgaenized as a ‘separate
county, Wm, M, Masi made the first assessment of the county in 1870,
In Ssptemher the first county election was held, The campaign was
a hot one, Judge Wm, Jones was the Republican candidate for delegate

to Congress and Stephen'Fa Nuckols the Democratic candidate., The



fDemocraticﬂcounty ticket with the exception of one ﬁommissioner'was
elected, as followss Peter Lemon, sheriff: E, P, Martin, treasuror,
and probate judges J.P. Keller, clerk; Frank Blelke, M. Mooney and
Chas, G. Bingham,‘(Republican) county prosecuting attorney; Robt.
W. Baxter, superintendent'of schools, The new borad of comnlssioners
organized by the election of Frankalake chatrmen,
Becond Term of Uourt, |

Zarly in the winter of &70 another term of court was held,

Judge J. V. Kingman again presiding, Lockerdge!s billiard hall was

secured, the har and bfilliard tobles boing moved ouf, The building
consisted of two rooﬁs,.between which~there was a single board parte-
Ation, with crgéks between the board through which you could have
run your fingers if a sheet of thén mslin had not been tacked over t
‘the partition, . This too-prevehfeg a person from looking thru and
seeing that was going on in the next room. Earl# in the term a jﬁry
was secﬁred in a felony casé, whercin the defendant was charged with
asssulting thg prosecuting witness, hitting htm over the head with a
revolver and threatening to kill him, About noon the case was gilven
to the gury and they retired to their room, 8everal ballots were
taken and the case fully aruged, without being able to arrive at a
conclusion, the jury being nearly equally divided as to the guilt or
innocence of the defendant, There were several card tables in the
Jury room, in the.drawers of ﬁhich were cards and checks. Uncle Bobby
Reid, an honest-hearted, sturdy old Scotchman was the foreman of the
Jury and first to discover the cards. Being very fond of the gamse
of cards Imown as "0ld S:!.ed{;e‘n he exclaimed; "Come, boys, bide a bit
wid tho voting; we willhave & game of cards."” The judge's chair set
close to the partition between the court and jury rooms, which enabled

him to hear everything that was siad in the jJury room, Card playing
went on continuously during the afternoon with en oocasinal;;nterrup-




'ﬁion vhen a ballot was taken-with Uncle Bobby!s usual objection;
"Bide o wee tell the games' out. 'In hils broad Scotch accent he
would ipvariably claim "High, low, Jjock,,! and "Sammy Parkins; detil
take ye, ye stole the jock, Bi'e me low," There was but little
buihess in the court room that afternoon. The Jjudge, however, did
not leave his seat., About helf past six iIn the evenling the sheriff
was ordered to bfing in the jury, They filed into the court room
and answered to their names, when the judge without saking them 1f

they had agreed, tgrned to Hon L. D. Pease, @&f Laramle, the clerk,
saying: "Mr, Clerk, enter up a fine of two dollars each against this
jury for trying to arrive at a verdict by playing cards. 1¥ee
Sheriff they will stand committed until the fine is pailds, This
court stends adjourned until ten o'clock towmoorrwo morning," He
then olapped on his hat and was out of the court room in three
strides, (Thg writer was .one of the victims,) The case was contin-
ueq and subsequently dismissed, |

A man nemed Kelly was tried at this term charged with murdering a
man at Benton a couple of years hefore. Tom Street, of Cheyenne,
assisted in the prosecution. V. He Miller, Vi, R, Steele and Vel
Corlett, of Cheyenne, wepe for the defenses. Kelly was acquitted,

The building on the south side of the track known as the old
court house was built in the fall of 170 by John Doty who opened it
up as a saloon and billlard roome The next summer 1t was purchased
by the county sommissioners for a court house,

Discorery of Seminoe,

Eorly in the spring of 1871 Lieut. R. Hs Young of Fort Stbel,
had eanassay mede of a plece of galena ore which a couple of prosp-
ectors had given him soem time befores It was known that the specie~

men came fromthe Ferrls range of mountains, The returnes from the

assay was a great qurptise to everyone, showing over 4,000 ounccs



‘
[

‘pér fon in sllver and a good percentage in leads. There was great

oxottmont at Fort Steele and this' place over the discovery, It was,’
howeveb, dangerous on aééount of ‘indians for small partles to go
out to prospect for the new Eldorado, A4 militmry expedition was |
organized at Fort Steels consistihg of two troups of "cavalry undér
Capte. Thos, J.'M. Thayer of ﬁebraska, éubsequently governor of
Wyoming territory, and later governor of Nebraska, Frank and Boney
Ernest, Sevcral llebraska énd upper Platte ppople accompanted the

expedition, '

By John C, Friend
From the Republiocen
June 9, 1927
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/ - "Carbon County"

Carbon County)which contéﬁhs 5,124,480 acres within its boundaries,

was grganized in 1870. Of this acreage 1,790,887 acres are privately

owned, over 600,000 acres are within the forest reserve and nearly

2,000,000 acres are opened to homesteud entry.

In 1925 the Federal Census credited Carbon-County with 527 famms

containing 72,125 acres of irrigatyed land. The Bureau of Agricultural

Economics placed the County first in the value of zll live stock, first

in sheep, fourth in cattle, third in wild hay and sixth in tame hay
Jproduction.

In 1921, 9,000 turkeys were produced in the state valued at

. []
$25,000. Six years later, 181,000 turkeys were sold valued gf £943,000.

Carbon County leuds others as thé areatest sheep center in the state,
is first in valuation of coal lands; first in phe production of natural
gas, and third in the production of oil.

The.arga of- Carbon County is 8,029 square miles. The altitude
varies from 5,000 to 12,000 feet due to mountain ranges, rolling'plains,_
and vaileys. In the northern part Qﬁ(county are the Ferris ana

Seminoe mountains, northeast is Shirley -Basin, southeast aré the

Medicine Bow and Sierra lladre range and between flows the Platte River.

A
Next in impoptance to-the livestock inierssi comes the mining
' ‘ T i
t of

industry. The name "Carbon" was was given to the county
its immense éoal veds. The county is also sich in oil, gas, copper, gold,
and iron deposits. '

The Saaatoga'Hot Sprinss7with a temperature of 135 degrees Fahrenhe?ﬁ,
are located in the Platte Valley. These springs contain sulphur, salines

and calcorious salts.
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Development has just been started in Carbon County but within the
next few years it will gain a still greater lead and will be the most

prosperous county in the state.

Sixfh Annual Carbon County Rodeo.
Aug. 1-2, 1927
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Wiyoming Chas. B. Blydenburgh,Jr. (Cerbon Co) '
Approx 750 words

SCENIC POINTS IN CARBON COQNTY
After leéving Brildger Peak return on the four-mile rdad to the main

mountéin highway an& continue 1in the generalldireption west by south.
About two and one-half miles from the top of the Continental Divide the
road branches down into the gost town of Rambler. This road, quite steep
and rather rough, 1s on the south of the highway, and is gbout onehslf
.mile'to the bottom where the remnants of éﬁg first bulldings are reached.

" From Raﬁbler it 1s about three quarters of a mile to Battle Lake, though
usually thls sectlon of road 1s not passablé by motor.

i The descent is éopstant, although sometimes seeming to go up hill.

} Every few mlles, we cross roaring mountain cataracts which feed Battlé

‘ creek. There 1s Smith éreek, Haskins creek, Lost creek and Haggérty creek.

Just before feaching the ghost remnants of the way station whlch was known

as “Copperton," on the north side of the road lies a huge pile of rock
resting below known as quartlzite peak. The peak resembles an immense
ore dump; A little further can be seen the faint remnants of Copperton,
on our left. From.this point on, for‘tan or fifteen miles, a traveler
_passes through a mountain lans of quakip aspen, which gives vérf little
view of distant horiéons. Five miles from Copperton is the Sandstone -
Ranger station, which sits pack from the road, oﬁ the north side, a short
distanée, and can be seen from the h;ghway. Bey;nd this station a fork
in the road 1s reached which leads 1in a northerly difection. This road
" takes one back to Rawlins by another route. However, befor returning to
Rawlins, a visit should be made to the town of Slater, Cdlorado,whlch

rests on the Wyoming-Colorado boundary }1ne, and enroute one may gain a

wide view of the Jumbled mass of mountains in this section of northern

Colcrado.



Scenic Points in Carben County

At a polint three miles from the turn-off to Rawlins on the way to

Slater, e clearing in tﬁe lane of timber is reached, where one may vlew
Sugér Loaf, Bears'Ear,*Hahns Peak.and many mere Northern Colorado mountains,
white in the immediate‘perspective one may see Batﬁle Mountain and the
winding ribbon of Battle Creek, finding its way through re-barned ranches
and greeé;atted canyons. -This clearing point of observation, while not
very‘high, and while it has no speclal name, is considered one of thexfinest
spots for splendie views 'in Carbon County.

| The return read takes us through more "qusker"lanes, with oecasional
openingsvehere early 1n the season, late June, or the firet.of July, we
glimpse masses of gold and purple caused by Larkspur and yellow daisies
~and some golden rod. Cross the thtle and Big Sandstone cresks which

' are about si; miles apart and eote wvhile crossing the bridge, at the Big
Sandstone creek, the red formation on either side of the road. This 1s

red sandstone in which are mercury deposits, althoegh not of sufficient
quantity roé comme}cial production, Leaving the forest reserve, a new
panorama of countpy is presented, one of meadow-lands, and the road dipe
into steep ravine-like formations, at the-bottom of which are small streams,
some of‘wpich abeﬁnd withltpout. Finally the top of Middlewood Hill ls'
reached from where a good view ef.the territory to the north can be observed.
Thirty-thres miles from the top of Middlewood Hill lies Rawlins.

This trip prevehts various views; all along the way, that sre worth while
to tourists, and, 1r ons 1s traveling in the fall of the year, the color
displays of the qnaken aspen, pine, fir, spruce and mountain and especially
between the turn-off near the ranger statlon and the area near quartizite

peak are not to be missed.




Scenic Points in Carbon County

Snowy range,.“OId Baidy", is the.hishest peak in the county, being
12,005 feet in altitude, and 1s located on the county lines of Albany and
Cargon. The drive to this sumnit and thé,vi;ws obtained therefrom are said
to be the finest in ﬁhe.county. Follow the road from Rawlins ot Saratoga.
Jﬁst before crossing the Platte River bridge at the entrance to Saratoga
turn to the left end go by The CCC barrecks, taking the road lesding to
the south-east and heading for Medicine Bow Lodge. Informaton, by signs
and inquiry as to the proper course may be easlly obtained at Saratoga.
Travel for approximately seventeen miles before reaching the boundary line
of the Forest Reserve in thi§ section of the Medicine Bow LodseAis located,
a summer resort for fishing, sightseeing and camping, and eveint entertain-
_ment. At the Lodge, cross'barret creek and three miles from here start to
climb.. At a polnt twelve piles distant the nearest spot to the summit of
Snowy Range thgi can be tréveled by motor is reached, at which place a
view of Silver Lake may be obtained. thtinue to Albany county for four
miles where Lalke Marie 1s reached. The road 1s of good graveled surface,
and great manf motorists take this trlp in the summer months. Thé district
is full -of lakes; some of which may be visited within close distanca‘of tbe -
roaa and-others must be reached only by foot or horseback. This trip is

a good side detour to take between Rawlins and Laramis.

[y
s

<
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SEEINGTHE.ROCKIES WITHOUR 1L,0SS OT TILE.

~ Trevelers through Saratoga this week, including several family
parties from Michigan ans Wisconsin enroute to the Sen francisco Worldts
Feair, were vociferous in their praise of the Snowy Range &s & most beau-
-“tiful and interesting side trip which eadded nothing to théir milage and
took but little of their time in traveling from Cheyenne to Salt Lake City
They desired to make the trip across the mountains, but had hesitated for
fear it would cost them & day's valuable time from their brief vacation.
When they found they could devote a. few hours to seeing the beautiful
timbered and lake regions of the Snowy Range and still be back on the
Lincoln Highway in time to make Salt Lake City for the night stop, they
were immensely pleased, &ll declared:ihe trip over the range had taken
them brough one of the finest mountain eares they had ever visited.
After listening to these visitors, we find ourselves in full agreement
with Gus FIeischli, automobile distributor of Cheyenne, who is quoted in
the fallowing editoral from the Wyoming Tribune;

sWith radie and other instrumunxélites of publicity Colorado is
gppealing to exposition vacationists to follow U.S. Highway 40 because
it treverses charming mountain regions and the treveler without pausing
may spend & full day crossing the mountains.
sGus Fleishli, Cheyenne sutomoblie distributor, advances the idea

that the diversion of travel from Highway 30 across Wyoming to Highway.40
across Colorado, which is the objective ofo the Colorads publicity camp-
aign, may be in a large measure checkmated by the appeal to hurrying
travelers, who neverthe less are interested in scenic beauty, in the fact

that in this state the Rockies at & point of unsurpassed beauty and grand-

eur may be crossed in two and one-half hours, by.a‘detour from Highway 30
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through the Snowy Range. _
owe should inform exposition bound_and other hotorésts that they

do not have to wind along mountaing roads all day to see the Rockies,®
he said "but that by detouring between Laramie and Wa1cott via Centennial
and Saratoga they may get their f£ill of mountain scenery in two and one-
helf hours with an actusal saying of distance and no loés of time. The
average transcontinental or other 1lnng distance traveler is as interested
jn the time element as in the scenic element. If we inform him that ﬁe
can travel in mountain scenery without sacfifice of time he will not be
interested in spending a whole day on mountain roads. We should capitalize
the slogan—See the Rockies in Two and One-Half Hours."

n1~. Fleishli appears to*have something there.®

SARATOGA SUN
June 29, 1899.

There will be & grand phonograph concert given in the room under
the Masonic Hall July 4. Twenty-five selections will be pleyed, consist-
ing of late pppular songs. There will also be several wonderful church
numpers. & moving picture machine will also be exhibited. The pictures

will be life-size and life-like.

Newt Rankin arrived Saturday night with a new coach for the Rawlins
_Saratoge. stage line. The line is now equipped with Concord coaches and

good horses, and & regular time is being maintained.
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INDUSTRIES IN THE SARATCGA AlD ENCALPLENT VALLEY.

I rOX FARIING. One smuall rox rfarm owned and operated by thg
Hunden Brothers.
£ FWLTRY FARM, Owned aund operated by llr. and lrs, lLiitchell.
Yhis rarm is located zbout three miles south of Seretvogu. The modern
end ecientitic betiery system is used.
5 GALTLE, SHZEF AlD LIVESTCCK RAISIIG.
4 "TARLIING, Reising vhewat, owuts, burley etc, muin’drbp being -
nevive and wlfelfa hey,
5 LUUDS. RANCUING AND SULLER RESCRTS. The femous A-A being the
Iurgest «nd most popular,
& twrRUCKING. There wre four lines, Shaw's, Priquett's, O'Keere's
ena Anﬂérson's. _ | |
7 GOITRACTING A!ID BUILDING.
8 HUNTING AND TRAPPING, Ixtensively carried on during winver,
irin rucs teken being coyote, musk-rat, mink, beever znd skunk.
¢ SARATOGA BOTILING WWCRKS. llanuiacturers bottled drinks, bevereages,
useing natural minerel water for soft drink base.
10 'MLHING. Especially coel and placer gold mining.
11 FEUTRAL FISE HATCHERIES.
LULIEER INDUSTRY. . ilein nill end drying kiln in town, several portuble

mills out, menuracture ties, mining props, native lumber, etc.
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+'~ -Fay Inderson THE SARATOGA SUN.
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; - 8o worido .
Saratoga Tyo. Jan, 23, 1029. -
THEY*RE TELLING STORIES ON ONE OF OOUNTY!S FIRST OITIZENS.
They8re telling more stories about one of Carbon _Gount;,'s '
first citizens—~first, at least, in arrivel and '1¢oatio‘n in: this
region. John C, Thompsen of the Wyoming Tribune,' who iiiéss a faculty
for digging up interesting historical metter, epine the foilcw:lng
yarn in his feature golumn *In Old:Wyoming' ccncerning the‘i‘nustroua
Jim Baker,-who was one of the -':fir&‘t_. white men to establish Ea home

|
]

in whet s now Carbon county; Lo i'.
Jim Baker, who came to the Wyoming country in 1838, built in
1873 over in the Little Snake River valley the pictnresque oabin
‘which noe s?ands in Frontier Park at Cheyenne, and who dted in 1608 A
after sixty years on the frontier, qame cut of the Medioine Bow mounte-
aine in 1866 :wit.h three horsen loeded with furs he hed teken durding
the procceding winter. He thought he was through with wsesst and int;en-
ded to take the money the furs gwould bring in Denvey , and retire to
his nati;v\‘e state, Illinois, Theé forty-eight year-old *mountain man*

reckoned, however, withput his passion for gembling and the through

orooked‘neas'-‘ of gamblers with whom he gonsorted at Dénver end the jm;ar-'

by' séit,l_emeht, Golden. Soon the sizeble sum for which he sold the furs
had gone into the pookets of the gambling gentry and his vision of a

11fe ‘of. ease in Illinois was gone With the wind, This mede him right

peevish and he wasn't a pleasant person to be ercund when he was in ¢

a pgevish mood. In fapt, proxinity to him on suah ccocasions might bel
dgvnright dangerous., . : '

§ -Jim, confronted with the harsh necessity of returning to the
3 peril-infested mountains to gather more skins, brooded upon his evil
fm-tune, decided that among those who head oontributed to 1t most

" 'repreheneibly was & gambler who held forth at Golden. Forthwith he’

o
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sought out this slippery gent, and without dismounting his Indian’

pony upbreided him in Enpnsh S{oux, Gheyenne, Arapehoe, Ute, Grow,
Shoshone and Spanish eolecting from each tongue with & ﬁne diaorm—-

ination the most approbione epithets of its lexicon. Inconeed to tho
ppint of mruriaticn by this polyglot tirade end his insbility to phrase

the retort discourteons save in 1nndequate I‘nglieh d being at tho
moment,. as wae hio termentor, destitute of & deviee witb which en expl-

f

osicn of punpowder might be cesused to impert to & leaden psllet =& leth-‘

2l velocity, the gemdler, with more corirage than disoretion, eeize&
upon ¢lods of marth ahd hurled them at. the "vitupero.tive victim of his ‘
manimlo.tion of the cards,’ i ‘ \

" Thie childish display of temper wzs displeazing to Jim; so

Jiap&easing in faet, thet he felt constrained to do something abcut it.

. Loosening his riata, he deftly heeled the pranoing dirt ﬂlinger, whipp=- -

‘ f
.ed” the slaokoned rope over the pro,jeoting r!dge pole of a cebin and

elevated the squirming eorporealty of the objeot of his disapproval
 until it wes suspended e men's height sbove the ground. Thon,‘ while
: his troinéd pony kept the rope tmqfhtx ta.nt he gathered bmsh, built
a fire. beneath the dangling gambler end eméked him until he pileaded
ror meroy. None who looked on moved to intarfere, Jin's demeanor
suggentin thet interference might be inimical the health of the inter-
rerer. ginany, after 2 homily on the virtue of holding one’s tomper.‘
and e.lso holding only those sards which chance and shence alone, beet—
'oIed upon one engeged {n =2 go.me for steakes, Jim kioked the fire aside,
;o!ered thoe half suffoosted eharp upon the enoeeaively hot spot where

. i't.'{"l;ad been, disengaged his i-ope and departed, his good-humor fully
reatoied by the ‘divertisement in which he had engaged,

N Whether the foregoing is altogether accurate none may say or

‘ainsay 7’5 yeears afterwerd, but the validity of the basiecal fests ia

O
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attested by an old-;timer, who avers he had them from his father, wh
—n‘.s among those present when the man-smcking osoured. So finally 1&1
the sor‘iven word is a fragment of history preserved from that oblifi\qn .
into which irretrievably has passed so much of the engaging story oif: |

the west when it was raw, 1ost forever because nobody went to the tx%onb-r,."

le of setting it down. - ' ! i
f
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